Sandra Schmirler Foundation

2022 Donor Impact Report
Total Grants to NICUs to date: $6,904,127!
On behalf of Sandra, a huge THANK YOU from Sara and Jenna
What we witnessed in the last two years is the
living embodiment of what our mom stood
for – resilience, perseverance, and remarkable
determination.
Despite the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic,
friends of the Sandra Schmirler Foundation like you
provided more than $1 million for life-saving
equipment in neonatal intensive care units (NICUs)
across the country.
In fact, your generosity helped the Sandra Schmirler
Foundation emerge from the pandemic stronger
than ever. For that, thank you so much. We are
humbled by your incredible support.
As such a reliable friend to the Foundation, we
wanted to update you on the HUGE milestones you
helped us achieve this year:
 A record-breaking virtual Telethon that
raised a record $785,245! Just think what we
can achieve at the next Telethon when we
can all be together again.
 $1,000,347 was awarded to NICUs from coast
to coast to coast.
 $30,000 in Spirit of Sandra Scholarships was
awarded.
As you can see, the last year was very successful.
And already, work has started to build on that
success for the year to come.
One of the Foundation’s priorities is to expand the
number of monthly donors.
Every curling season, Canadians are very generous.
But monthly donations allow the Foundation to
plan and have the biggest impact on the babies
and the families who need it the most.

Sara and Jenna, Sandra’s Daughters

As Ambassadors of the Foundation, we have had
the incredible privilege of meeting the babies who
are saved because of state-of-the-art equipment
that you provide.
In every baby’s face and in every relieved parent’s
hug, we feel a little closer to our mom. And we feel
so much gratitude to donors like you who make it
all possible.
We have high hopes for the coming year, and we
hope we can count on your continued support
for the Sandra Schmirler Foundation and our
champions of tomorrow.
Thank you for all that you do to give more babies
the fighting chance they need to grow up and
become champions – like our mom. And, on
a personal note, thank you for furthering our
mother’s extraordinary legacy.
Jenna and Sara England
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Lifesaving Equipment Saved
Premature Twins Axel and Oscar

You did it again:

$1 million awarded to NICUs across Canada!
For the second straight year,
you helped the Sandra Schmirler
Foundation award an astounding
$1 million in grants to save the
lives of vulnerable babies at
NICUs across Canada.

Terrace, British Columbia to
purchase a new Giraffe OmniBed
Carestation.

SSF Vice-Chair, Nick Locke visited
Saint John, NB to present a grant to
the Saint John Regional Hospital

Former SSF Board Member, Ryan
LeDrew visited London’s Children’s
Health Foundation to share the news
about the grant

While we wish we could go into
detail about every NICU you
helped fund and every life you
helped save, the impact of your
support is simply too broad
and too deep to capture in
one report alone. Nevertheless,
it’s our pleasure to highlight
some of the hospitals where
your support made a major
difference – and we hope
you enjoy the accompanying
photos!
In London, Ontario, you helped
the Sandra Schmirler Foundation
award a $58,000 grant to the
local children’s hospital. That
grant helped fund a new vein
viewer and jet ventilator, two
lifesaving pieces of equipment
that help medical professionals
measure blood flow and oxygen
levels.
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Because of a $22,840 grant from
the Sandra Schmirler Foundation,
the NICU at the Saint John
Regional Hospital in Saint John,
New Brunswick now has a new
non-invasive transcutaneous CO2
monitor.
This vital piece of equipment
helps babies who need
continuous monitoring of oxygen
and carbon dioxide with minimal
blood draws.

Victoria-based SSF Board Advisor,
Chris Atchison, gathered with staff
at the Mills Memorial Hospital to
celebrate our gift

A $68,000 grant from the Sandra
Schmirler Foundation enabled
Mills Memorial Hospital in

This high-tech piece of
equipment helps save lives
by serving as a full-featured
incubator and radiant warmer
that eliminates the stress of
moving critically-ill infants
from bed to bed. As an
incubator, the closed and
protected microenvironment

provides stable and controlled
thermoregulation delivery and
control of humidity and oxygen
levels.
Of course, these examples
are just a small sampling of
what you made possible as a
Sandra Schmirler Foundation
donor. Below, please find a full
accounting of the hospitals
supported and grants awarded
this year:

			
Amount
Hospital
City
Province granted
Thunder Bay Regional Health Science Ctr
Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hospital
Bluewater Health
Grey Nuns Community Hospital
Centenary Hospital
Red Deer Regional Hospital Centre
Cortellucci Vaughan Hospital
Children’s Hospital - London Health Sciences Centre
Burin Peninsula Health Care Center
Peter Lougheed Centre
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario
Chinook Regional Hospital
Mills Memorial Hospital
Grand River Hospital
McMaster Children’s Hospital
Regina General Hospital
Humber River Hospital
IWK Health Centre
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital
Montreal Children’s Hospital
Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital
Queen Elizabeth Hospital
Lois Hole Memorial Hospital
Royal Victoria Regional Health Centre
Saint John Regional Hospital
St. Joseph’s Healthcare
Children’s Hospital of Manitoba
Manzankowski Alberta Heart Institute
Victoria Hospital
Victoria General Hospital
Etobicoke General Hospital

Thunder Bay
Oakville
Sarnia
Edmonton
Scarborough
Red Deer
Vaughan
London
Burin
Calgary
Ottawa
Lethbridge
Terrace
Kitchener
Hamilton
Regina
North York
Halifax
Trail
Montreal
Orillia
Charlottetown
Edmonton
Barrie
Saint John
Hamilton
Winnipeg
Edmonton
Prince Albert
Victoria
Etobicoke

Total Donated to Date: $6,904,127!
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$ 35,000
$ 20,000
$ 10,000
$ 10,000
$ 10,000
$ 10,000
$ 10,000
$ 58,000
$ 18,000
$ 10,000
$ 50,000
$ 35,000
$ 66,000
$ 50,000
$ 32,000
$ 50,000
$ 80,000
$ 10,000
$ 30,676
$ 21,000
$ 17,400
$ 20,000
$ 21,894
$ 44,102
$ 22,840
$ 40,600
$ 50,000
$ 30,000
$ 50,000
$ 40,950
$ 46,885

‘If there was one less CPAP machine, our babies
wouldn’t have gotten the support they needed.’
When first-time mom Ariana went
into labour at just over 33 weeks,
she was scared what it meant for
her twin boys.
As the first in her family to be
expecting twins, there was a
lot of uncertainty – which only
grew when she learned that her
pregnancy was deemed high risk.
“In my mind, I had been told 34
weeks is the earliest you want
to deliver because the lungs are
developed,” shared Ariana, adding
she never imagined she would
be heading to Guelph Memorial
Hospital this early in her pregnancy.
“I had in my head that I had to make
it to 34 weeks and it was before that.”
Born too soon and too sick, Axel
and Oscar were admitted to the
neonatal intensive care unit for
the extra care they needed. They
were helped by a CPAC machine
to breath, feeding tubes for
nourishment, and UV lights to help
combat jaundice.
Ariana and her husband Mike
were told their boys had food
intolerances, but as early as day
two, Oscar’s struggle with food
took a turn for the worse. The
twins and their parents were forced
to split up for 10 days. Oscar and
Mike headed to Hamilton while
Ariana and Axel stayed in Guelph.
After a trying month – including no
chairs in the NICU due to COVID –
the family finally headed home.
Today, Axel and Oscar are thriving
at 19 months old. “They’re so
good,” Ariana happily shared.

Ariana and Mike Christie with their
twins Oscar and Axel

“They’re gaining weight and eating
well. No intolerance – they are
totally fine now.”
The boys are well on their way to
becoming champions, but that’s only
possible because of compassionate
donors like you. As Ariana learned
from her involvement in the
hospital after their stay, all of their
equipment is donor-funded.
“If there was one less CPAP machine,
our babies wouldn’t have gotten
the support they needed,” she
shared. “If they don’t have enough
equipment, they can’t care for them.”
Every machine and every dollar
could be the difference for a family
in need.
That is why the Sandra Schmirler
Foundation is eternally grateful for
loyal donors like you who allow us
to help families like Ariana, Mike,
Axel, and Oscar.
Take it from Ariana herself,
“whether you’re helping someone
for a day or for a month, it makes a
very big difference.”
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2022 Virtual Telethon Smashes Record!
Despite the challenges presented
by COVID-19, the annual Sandra
Schmirler Foundation Telethon
exceeded expectations again this
year, raising a record-breaking
$785,245 thanks to generous
donors like you.
Originally envisioned to be
held on site during the Scotties
Tournament of Hearts in Thunder
Bay, the 2022 Sandra Schmirler
Foundation Telethon was forced
to pivot in December.
For the second year in a row, the
Telethon was completely virtual.
Even though the Telethon looked
a little different, the generosity
of supporters of the Sandra
Schmirler Foundation was the
same once again.
Much like last year, volunteers
answered donor calls from
their homes and from socially
distanced spaces around the
country. Although this year some
callers had an added surprise.
Canada’s Olympic curling
teams – Team Jones and Team
Gushue – answered calls while
quarantining before their travels
to the Olympics in Beijing.
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This was an added excitement
for callers when they learned
an Olympian was taking their
donation.
Next year, the Foundation
hopes to hold its Telethon on
February 19th in person once
again at the Scotties Tournament
of Hearts in Kamloops, British
Columbia.
The Foundation extends a
heartfelt thank you to everyone
– especially donors like you
– who supported this recordbreaking success.
The Telethon would not have
been possible without TSN,
Curling Canada, IKS Media,
Net2Phone Canada, and all
Scotties participants who
contributed to this remarkable
achievement and helped the
Foundation once again smash its
ambitious goal.
The amazing success of
the Telethon will help the
Foundation continue to save
critically ill newborns with
lifesaving equipment donated
to neonatal intensive care units
across the country.

We couldn’t do
it without our
friends!
The Sandra Schmirler
Foundation would not be
able to help thousands
of critically ill newborns
grow up to be champions
every year without your
contributions and your
compassion. Our lifesaving
support for families
across Canada would
also fall short without the
generous support of our
partners.
The Sandra Schmirler
Foundation would like to
extend our most sincere
thanks to TCF, Blue
Street Media, Dynasty
Curling, IKS Media, Curling
Canada, and TSN. Thank
you all for giving critically
ill babies the opportunity
to become champions.

Save the date – 2023
Sandra Schmirler Foundation Telethon!
The next Sandra Schmirler Foundation Telethon will be held during the
Scotties Tournament of Hearts in Kamloops, British Columbia, on Sunday,
February 19th, 2023! Be sure to tune in on TSN!

Sandra Schmirler Foundation

18 Burndale Road, Ottawa, Ontario K1B 3Y5 • 1-866-210-6011 • sandraschmirler.org
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